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Throughout Bible history, the people of Israel needed a fighting force. War was part of Josh-
ua’s campaign to make Canaan a land that his people could settle in. Strong leaders such as De-
borah and Gideon led soldiers against the tribes that threatened them. Each time, fighters had
to be ‘called up’.

King Saul was the first leader to set up a permanent army, and King David and King Solo-
mon after him made it stronger. However, the Israelites never had an army to match those of
the great empires.
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When he was first king, Saul had to summon

an army. He sent messengers with trumpets tor" ;
every community.
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Saul’s army had
only foot soldiers.
They probably had to
bring their own weap-
ons: swords, bows and
arrows, and slings.
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KING SOLOMON’S ARMY
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King Solomon ruled a wealthy nation. At last the army
could have cavalry and chariot regiments.
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l//7 Aslingshot was not just
or shepherds. It was
\an army weapon.
There were even

5 . egiments’
of slingers.
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David and Goliath
(BES L) 1 Samuel 17-315F 5 (HIFEEN) 2 Samuel 1-55 5 (FFE) Psalm 23/
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King Saul’s army lined up on the hillside, ready for battle.

On the hillside across the valley was the enemy army: the Philistines, whose
strong iron weapons glinted in the sunshine.

The Israelite soldiers looked at one another. ‘Only the king and his son have
swords that are as strong as those,” they whispered.

As they waited, two men came striding out of the enemy camp. One wore
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heavy bronze armour and a bronze helmet. The other was smaller, a boy per-
haps, carrying the shield.

‘The tall one’s wearing more metal than we’ve got in our
weapons,” muttered an Israelite. ‘I hope I don’t
meet him in battle.’

The taller man shouted across the valley. His
voice was harsh and mocking.

‘Who dares fight me?’ he roared. ‘I am Go-
liath, the champion warrior of the Philistines.
Beat me in single combat and you win the war.
Lose, and you’ll be our slaves!”’

He brandished his huge spear, and all the
Israelites cowered. No one dared fight him.

Every day for forty days, Goliath roared his
challenge and laughed his mocking laugh.
The Israelites grew more and more afraid.
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One day, the shepherd boy named David arrived at the Israelite camp. His
elder brothers were in Saul’s army and he had brought food from home to give
them.

He heard the challenge.

He heard about the big reward that was on offer for anyone who beat Go-
liath.

‘I"d love to try!” he told everyone.

King Saul heard the news that someone had volunteered to try to win the war.
He demanded to see whoever it was.

As the young man was led towards him, Saul stood up eagerly. Then he sank
back down. ‘Oh no!” he said. ‘You’re a boy - you’d never last against Goliath.
He’s been a soldier all his life.’

“Your Majesty,’ replied David. ‘I'm a shepherd boy. I’ve killed lions and bears
who tried to steal the lambs. I can do the same to this Philistine. God has kept me
safe from wild animals; God will keep me safe from this Philistine.’
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Saul glowered at him. ‘Well, you’re the only one to offer,” he said sulkily. ‘But
give yourself a chance: at least take my armour.’

David was eager to try it on and to hold the precious iron sword; but he could
hardly move, let alone fight.

‘I’ll just go with what I'm used to,” he said cheerfully.
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David set off across the valley with just his shepherd’s stick and a slingshot. He
stopped by the brook to pick five smooth stones. Then he went to face Goliath.

‘How dare you!” shouted Goliath. ‘A stick’s only good to beat a dog. And
you’re only fit for the wild animals to eat.’

“You’ve got a sword, a spear and a javelin,” said David. ‘I'm fighting in the
name of my powerful God.’

Goliath strode towards David, but David ran to meet him. He took a stone,
whirled it in his slingshot, and sent it spinning towards the warrior.

It hit right on target. Goliath fell forward. Before he could stand up, David had
taken his sword and killed him.

The Philistines fled in terror. David became the Israelites’ hero.
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King Saul was delighted to have won the war, but he was not so pleased about
how popular David was.

David always tried to please him. Time and again he showed that he was a
brave and loyal fighter.

With each success, Saul grew more and more jealous.

In the end, David had to run away and live as an outlaw. Saul tried to hunt
him down, but David was too clever for him.

Many people in Israel still thought of David as a hero. Soon he had his own
band of fighting men. They lived dangerously, never knowing who was truly a
friend and who was an enemy.

The day came when Saul was killed in a battle against the Philistines.
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‘Now is the time,” said David to his supporters. ‘I will be your king. With your
help, I will one day be king over all the people of Israel.’

It took a long time to win everyone’s trust, but David was confident.

At last he triumphed.
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David built himself a royal city on a hilltop: the city of Jerusalem.

He longed to build a splendid temple there, where all the people of
Israel could come to worship. To get ready for that day, he set up
a beautiful tent like the one that had been made in the time of
Moses. He arranged for the covenant box to be brought
there in a noisy and joyful parade.

In time, he defeated all his enemies. As he looked
back over everything that had happened, he knew for
sure that God had been taking care of him, as he had
been when he was a shepherd boy.

He had always enjoyed singing and playing the
harp. Now he was able to write beautiful songs.
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The Lord God is my shepherd,
and I am God’s own sheep;
God takes me to green pastures
and water clear and deep.
When enemies come near me,
and fear is all around,

The Lord God will defend me:
I stand on holy ground.

God spreads a feast before me
and everyone can see

¢ The goodness and the kindness

the Lord God shows to me.




